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By Mickey Davis
!'H“ iy 1 places are In Springfield and at Trl-Counly) reaches
He's the most popular entertainer in the Dayton the public and does s well,” Harmon says
ares and he can't read & musicsl note Location near the Dayton Mall is one reason, he
His name's Fatz Fatz wha? Uh, just Farz believes: also, there are no Chucky Cheese places o
the Dayton aren (Chucky Cheese, 8 similar animated

Sume say . musically, he has a deaf ear. and that his FEIZ, the anim d 3 : .
-hnltr.- 'd.l".l['l.l ll\'l..'l}s h]l '|'|-|' k-}_s “r 111-.' ‘”.I.HF“HI b . 1' a ate DE Whﬂ S‘ Ur]razEd b}{ h‘s ‘-uﬂ-l"" F-'IF'EF'“':_].‘IH'"‘I I Y hl‘E ,‘-l-lqilrn.Prr fry T.'I'hﬂ'ﬂ'-'HI.: 1-'.”.
synthesizer he's pounding on Don’t believe them A1 S ph'E'FTDH'IE' r'ral fg“uw; ”Q at ”‘IE" pfzza paf 'Dl" ::r k.gr?ucli in other cities ) There are. for instance.
| H#'s a8 talented as they rome. ree SOWELT places and thise Chucky Cheese places
He doesn't bell cut his Reatles songs and rock and I Lincinnall. "Also, IU's not a hangout here for teen-
] i ; RECTS as %0 many viden games places are: R0 percent

L m e

T

roll numbers lrom a night club dewntown by the b el I
- P US | : . . . iy
A | ; i . Y : ; ol our business is strictly family,” he v "Whatever

station, nof does be wurk Lhe har scene out oo North
Drxie. in Fairhorn. Brookville, New Carlisle or any
other sensual nightlime place

He s never even playrd Hara

The nea! thing pbout al! this 15 that Fatr has
phanlutels no den he's 5o gocsd, noy idea that his (ans,
eipriially on their birthdays, are lining up outside his
place o s## him and the rest of the Rock-olire
F epliosion

Why. even on o sunny Mather's Dayv, while st
wWeietrrgting their moms io dlnper n’: Iln-'}' places
lie Bill KEnapp s, there was g w arfing line pulside
. ShowBir eager tn catch a piece uf the Rock
[ [Ant faze Fatz a bit. [idn't do s thing to alter his

I King Kong-sized ego Maonth-in, month out, he stavs
The same, except for d new elhow mos ement hrrr: [
roll of the ey es there, & scowl, & wink, maybe

Bul, be furewarned. if you plan on celebrating your
birthdsy with him, call abead fon reservations at least
| ®week and & hall in advance

John Kenley should be so lucky.

Thinking that | could discuver the ecret of his
: success, [ arrived for an interview with him between
i I seti of & matinee performance on & recent Saturday
_ The audience had just finished applavding his
| ramoing rendition of Guitarzen , when one woman
dashed up guickly to the front with her Qne Step to
snap & shot of him belore the curtain closed, Fatz -~
glared The sudience was snil Bpplauding, she got her
photo and shullled back to her neat.

I headed backstage, notrbuok and pencll ready, and
be hadn't budged. Nelther had the three others In his
cenier-stage group

“Hey. Fatz " 1 gaid. hoping to arouss him, “how do
you continue to do it week afler week ke this,
bringing 'n the crowds and al™

He cald nothing. INdn't even roll his eves

He was immobile. In fact -

Dirugs | thought, Maybe they've taken hold of good
ol Fate, toe but nah, thet couldn't he Mot Falz
Beach Brar, maybe, hut not Fatr

the reasons, we've heen very fortunate "

The pizza-games-entertainment package (s a
natural triple threat, but it's the animated version of
the latter that 1its Show Riz beyvond the sv CTARE SCOpe
of such places

On Saturdayvs, especially during the summer
months, 1,200 1o 1,400 Fatz fans will vigit his
ShowRiz Pizza Place, Harmon says

And It one of the Ruck-afire Explosion charae lers
Greaks down, [’y dangerous aul Lhere.” he 5ays
“You get the problem patched up as swon as m.t..v.ihrr
and whether it works or not. vou Just patch it up and
go with It Call the welder an Monday. hut get on
with the show now. Tt's the show (hat makes us; we'd
be just another pizza joint without 1"

etz on synthesizer Billy Bob on gullar and his
sidekick Looney Bird; Mitzi the cheerleader: drummer
Urwik the dog, Beach lear, gnd lolfe and his puppet
keep an nudience transfized COr, at the very least,
|I1”‘|$'.|.Il"d Mavhe It 's bwopuse thal roll of an evelid Is
precisely synchrunized with the hang on a anare
drum, or a jerk of the neck and a lift of the ryrhrows
coincides perfectly with (he tempo of the country and
western number being played

Or, mayhe It's because their music doesn't reallv
anund that bad '

Whatever, you gil there wondering; yes, how In the
world are they dolng it? And sometimes you sit thers
wondering about yourself and why youre s caught
up listening to this taxidermic outlit,

The kids, nalch, are mesmerized. but 1o glance
around and see that there are other parenis who can't
kerp thelr eves of [ this fiem of Irollc |s Fntertaining
stulf, 1on

Think about It You'd never appland the stulfed
animais at the fuir, but here you ere ctapping for »
furry group of eight at the rpd of pne of Lheir sels,

Besides the synchronlzed movements of the arms
and eyes and mouths with the beat of a sorg or
momentum of a joke, what gives the shaw sn
enrpsiiy additional sock of authenticity are the bloopers that
A dhits, W i G A o it are punched Into each aplel — Mitzl spologizing for

misintroducing Fatz, Fatz glaring hack at bar; Billy

Is Ing K night alter night gecting to j i Ty Vit :
- JFou and . J | T C
%-H s cml 8 el i 2 i ; . ! . Bob miufilng hi= lines, then saking the hiys backetage
$r. He just sal there. Kt T LT TR T WP RO, VR L [T P ol For P g TR PR . ITit's OK to try again
W - - '} o 1'

“Are _':'I"-l-h gick. Falz? Too much of the houss Aboul the onlyv i . s
. plzza, : iy thing, thank goodn=:s, that Fatz and
MRy be? ' Some say that, musically, Fatz has a deaf ear the rest dun't do — pardon the bias — is smoke.

Maybe, une of these days, though, one of them will,

_— e —

MNuthing
tht‘;‘ﬁﬁlﬁuﬂ‘ﬁl:t “:l' time | was beginning to think to the White Castle. Fatz and his Rock-alire performers because Creatlve Enginerring, the bralns, music and
o e e T Rl s e Xl cume Novemtr, il e e et S s h - pace wih - ndTyear. S s e 7 . oty
|| beunderstands pretty much what mliJ-.-"i i'"mzll.::" And except for s ; j::‘" - Jl Lk olds, a Iriend of mine was saying, that If they don't to make the characters co it g et i
Eflly Bob tick, rescurd me sut of my pr;ﬂlf'rl.mrnt here, a "JIHI:Ed hose R:rruncir?niltnlg 'l:l.‘:lmlpullir;pm Bet to celebrate their birthday there with pizzs, cake Boes rI;.ht the lUd'ifUGfLWr;:; o T 1o
.-‘;fF.l st Iltllll » ragt.™ “lrl'll'*t; cald “We n-E".-'-IH' Thr\":l..g |-“.-1...H- S h:'. 4] 0 helr wirtng, and n handiul of video game tokens, they feel they've Thers W .I.H the Wednesday :liTF]Tﬂul:p:-n‘nn”“; oo,
I been lorgotten “Colander Might,” wheaeve |_-|-1,.rr|1'; LALE WE.I.‘.I.H.II

hother him between sets. We just bt him sjl prere Ma
= OTKE UP quile & sweal oul there and he needs this
solitude belore he goes back on stage You
understand®”

Mever :ul.'-:dl i rick, sither, ihe Showbiz here 18 one of (he most successiul decoraled colanders on thelr heads and a lady from
Farz the gorilla, Billy Bob and the dx others In this  gperations among almost 200 of the video and pizza the Senlor Cltizens group got the big prize lor the
tight little group — Mitzi the cheerieader. Dook the parlors that have poked up around the country In the  best colander hat Fatz was Inducting the audience

Yeh, sort ol drummer, lead guitarist Beach Bear, Looney Bird, and  |get three years; so successful, In lact, that the Into his club, and he asked them 1o stand and repeat
Hll"l'!!ﬂll is the producer and manager at the Roife de Wolle and his puppet Earl Schmerle (or is it Midwest hlerarchy at ShowBiz ordered Harmon not the colander pledge, Harmon remembers, “and three-
ShowBir Pizza Place, located, well, maybe, the other '*""l";*' ll_'“'-lﬂ'ﬂ'-’l — are electronically- Lo advertise in the newspaper, on radio, TV or any fourths of them were standing. Thers they were
appropriately on Prestige Plaza in Mizmisburg, next controlied robotic entertainers who, with the help of place last month. standing and responding dutifully to his dislogue.
A d_““hie'”-'“' Lape deck and a guarded computer in the “They're attempting to find out how a place such as  Sometimes, you Just can't believe It."
back room. come off like Saturday Night Live ours in & single market (the other closest ShowBiz Oh, yes you can, Mike; yes you can,
ly:mctﬂ Davis A lot of blood, sweat and gears goes into the third show he had ever huilt, and since 1878 has been
s [ o g : i i | ; ark i
Mitzi. the pig-tailed cheerleader In the white creation of electric personalities for M e AR

It was that =ame vear, Fechier recalls, that he got &
blg break whon hus " Wollpack Five™ rles tromicallve
animated rock group was a hig hit at the consention
of Internatione] Associatinn of Amusement Parks and
Attractions people in New Crleans Then, in 19789, he
“got real lucky,” when Boh Brock. then the president
and nisw chair man of the board of ShowBiz Pizza
Place. wanled his Rock-afire characlers, including
Mitzl, 1o play at all thelr pizza and videogame places

Creative Engineering and Shaow iz slgned a lifetime
coniract, Fechier suys

A year ago, ShowBiz had about 70 places around
the country; today, that number has reached more
than 180, Talk abou! Rock-alire explosion’

"We've heen able Lo bring our charecters In life In
various stages. and now ['d like (o tuke them another
step bevound what we have now — to anuther
gencration, Fechter savs, “We ve gol Lhe music and
the movements Wgrther, we have many of them in &
memory bank now. 50 now we're working on the

persanality of each character. developing that to the
fullest.™

Besides discovering o dist to get rid of Mitzi's
excess haggage of abdominal compuler parts and
pnrumatic cylinders — 'm sure Mitzi is happier —
Creative Engineering hag lound new ways 1o glve
Dhosck the Dedmrmer miaone e]lwow movemiepls, Mow,
Drsok can beunce like Buddy Rich from the snare
drum 1o the [not-operated crash ¢y mbals to the high
hal — and he's almost Lo the point! where he can doa
sgmotth drum solg. Aboul the only "hing Douk dosesn't
dois sweal Fechter and his people are working on il

In the meantime. they've iniroduced Lini le Klunk
who appears in 10 Show Hle places around the
conntry. but pot Lras lun, Klunk has taken the place of

Rollv de Walle and his puppet. Klunk 1s a talk show

host — more in the madd of Bob Kwesell than Jubnny

Carwon — who hos 8 phone gi*ting on a table next o

him which he can lift and pul back pres lsely In the

cradle while picking out 8 banana from a bowl of
fruit on the other side. Mie s witty, controversial and
engages in repariee with the ShowBiz crowd and

WRILTE~585

“We were concerned with an obvious need o
changr characters,” Fechler says, “bul Klunk hasn't
gel the world on flre as | haped he could do.™

Maybe they should have introduced Klunk In

sweater with the green blowk letter * M7 on the [ront,
has gone pn a dirl in mos? parts of the country. Not in
Dayton. though, where plump i5 lirever beautiful

o
| The current Mitsl al the Davion ares s nnly
ShowBiz Pirza Place on Prestge Plaza has so many
| electrical wires. computer parts, air hoses, bearings,
plastic castings. hinges and Fiberglas stulled into her
digestive tract that she has the figure of & middle-

aged chull parior waitress — not one of the pubescent
| lecni-ager she s supposed 1o be, No, sad to say, unlike
the teen-gger in the 1950's rock and roll song, Mitzi
dovin | “sway with a wiggle with s wiggle when
sli¢ walks ™

Sorry . Mitz, we love vou, but you're & klutz

Fhat s one of the draw backs of allowing technology
e contrul one s appelite. And because the technology
Lo limi' Mitzi's inner body parts and reduce her
weight wasnt discovered until sometime 'ast «ear.
Mitzi has remained Tattisk in niust places: now
Cieativi Engineering, the Or'ando, Fla . manulacturer
of Mitzl. Fatz the goriila. and the othe:s Rock-afire
Explusion rharacrers, including & new one, Uncle
Klunk, has found a way to give Mitzi her thin
o TR

“¥Wee ve been ahle 10 give her sex appeal.” savsa
delightrd friend. Aaron Fechter, by telephone, “She's
alwayvs been concrrned what others think aboul her:
she s conscious of her peers and in that gawky stage
Aud she didn’'t want to fook like an overstafled
mouse Mow, she doesn 't Because with all that extra
Fquipment oul of her she has more hody movement
And Henks 8 ot belter We're alw avs w arking to
improse nur characters, and il we are ahle 1o remove
the s/nse of whai thev are — robots — and make
them serm like characters who cap think and perform
as real peaple, then we re accamplishing what we get
vt T da

Fechier, 29 g sell-described “"garage inventor,” is
president and lounder of Creative Engineering He's
M=o the virdee for Hilly Bob, one of the show 's
fratured stars who's pamed after his college
roommate. Billy Bob Irvin, of Shelby. N C . now an
artigl lor Fechter s company

Fechier, whose voice is similar to that of lead singer
Peter Nowne of Herman's Hermits — remember them?
= RO! bis start in developing electronic characters by
doing animated groups for amusement parks. His —
country and western “Bear County Jubilee.” & group . Stall pbotos by Eddie Roberts
he sveis "alod ke Howk-afive | Xplosion, was the :Bi“'lp" Bﬂh, n-ﬁm.d‘ rﬂi“ h';l :r.nl-ﬂ,r*j :nﬂugﬁ roommate {See That's ShowBlz on Fars 24)
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Continued from Page 21

Davion, instead of Orlando. In all Hke-
IThood, judging from past perform-
ances, Kiunk would have done real
ridwed] at the ShowBiz here.
21*The Dayton audience enjovs the
mvork we naturally produce.” Fechter
-says. “Hock-alire likes playlng Day-
ton. The people in Orlando are real
fRlled. maybe berause we have [Dis-
ney World and the Epcot Center; any-
way. Lhey aren’l nearly as receptive to
what we do as they are in Dayton.™

Creative Engineering keeps close
abs on what various cities and com-
aunities like about their characters,
‘echier says, "because the Rock-alire
aplosion likes to play where it s
iked: they enjoy being liked.”

Fechter, who has a bachelor’s degree
g finance from the University of
wawth Florida, talks of Fatz and his
*wn character Billy Bob, MiLzl, Beach
lear and the rest much as a pre-
chooler talks about a special teddy
war. e seems 10 enjny living and
hinking the way Billy Bob and Fatz
night do, and maybe that's why he
.as been so successiul al what he does.

He gven feels sorry for Rolle, who
as been replaced in some shows by
Incle Klunk.

“Rolle hasn't taken all this too
well” Fechier savs “Now, he doesn'l
san{ to go along with ‘Colander
Ju_ht._' " {(Wednesday nights at Show-
17 pisces, patrons come dressed in co-
mdér hats and there s an induction of
Il into Fatz's Colander Club ) “Rolle
ays he's agunst Lhe colander move-
1enl and is starting his own movment,
omall Appliances Night' where you
irrp & small appliance to your head
gd come on down. He s upsel.”

Of such empathy, good things to
JAaron Fechier have come. That he has
eetl successful in the less than 10
eaxs he has been In the business is an
nderstatement. Creative Engineering
ow emplovs 200 people in live plants
i Urlando, including & special creative
all of 40 which initiates the elec-
‘onic ideas, plans the songs, the arm
nd eye movemenis and the choreog-
iphy. jokes and stage gullaws that [it
Anous routines.

bach Rock-afire Explosion character

manulfactured in groups of 25 and It
ikes aboul & week and a hall to com-
letaa group. A five-minule skil takes
¥y o three davs to complete, Fechler
iys, bul that's progress, (oo, because
few vears ago it ok as long as three
reeks Lo gt one on Lape.

Bechter, the voice for Billy Bob: Burt
lison, 28, the voice for Fatz; Shalissa

n, 12 (Mitzl) Duke Chauperita, 31

Wk The Drummer). and Rick Bailey,

(Beach Bear), gather in & recording
judig each week to play their instru-

nis, sing and record the volices ol
Flr characters

“We'll get around the microphone,”

hier say+. “and I'm in control of

‘recurd’ bution and | start the but-

ton for the tape deck. That's It. We
don't use an engineer. We tried thal
before, but we always had to retape
our skits. What we wanl is good
music, good jokes and spontaneity.”
So, more often than not, the mistakes
that are made during the recording
session [Ind themselves onto the (inal
tape.

Fechter credits Wilson with much of
the success of the group. Wilson, he
says, is an outsianding songwriler
who has been selecled to do Lthe Lheme
song for the World's Fair next year al
New Orleans. *'We wanted a bass
voice lor Fatz.” Fechier says. “but we
also got a good writer, a good
composer and a good performer when
we gol Burt."

Once the sound track Is finished, It is
sent to the programmers where the
Individual movements of each charac-
ter — each roll of the eves, a guilar
strum, & {rown, drum beatl, pat on the
back — are recorded separalely.
Kathy Norman, who is “exiremely Lai-
ented.” savs Fechter, is responsible for
synchronizing the music to the
movements.

“Some Lapes are easy; some are
tougher.” he says, butl the objective Ls
to match the movements with the
jokes and the music and make them as
natural as possible. There are about 13
songs to each Showbiz show. which
changes every few months. The cur-
rent show lasts 90 minutes.

It is interesting to note. 100, that

while Billy Bob, Fechler's characler,
has been billed frum the begioning as
the (eatured Rock-alire Fxplosion at-
traction, Falz, Wilson's character, has
emerged as Lhe big star.

Fatz is sort of a composite of Fats
Domino, The Big Bopper and Muham-
mad All. Fechler says.

That Fatz has stolen some of the
spotlight from Billy Bob wasn't in the
design. "It just happrned naturally.”
Fechter says. “bul no doubl, he's the
siar. He's a cheracter who works best
with everyone.”

Almost evervone who visils Show-
Biz Pizza loves Fatz, Fechier says. bul
hardly a mooth goes by that Fechter
doesn't receive a letter of complaint
about the black gorilla with the bop-
she-bop singing style. The focus ol the
complaints? Fatz lits the perpeluation
of the black stereotype.

“*That s completely wrong.” Fechler
counters. “Actually Fatz has a soulh-
ern Louisians style of diaject and
though he's a gorilia, he 5 & character
that works. Some penple don’t under-
stand this, of course, Thev only want
to see through these characters Lheir
own bigotries, and unfortunately |
can't control what they want (o see.”

And, after hstening to Fechter, you
gel the feeling he has been genuinely
hurt because this has nappened.

“We tried to put our show in at the
University of South Florida, where |
graduated,” Fechrer savs. "and 1 did-
n't go over that hut. They didn't really

see i1 a5 anyvthing. My theory s that
high school and early-college kids
don't want Lo hang out in the same
place with the junior high gang where
there's pizza and videogames. |'ve sorl
of lost Llouch with college kids, and am
not sure right now what they want. 50
maybe 1'1]1 have to do somethiong in
New Wave and thev'll like f1."

He laughs.

Two years ago. Fechier believed he
would be doing robolic elecironic
characters for the resl of his hie, turn-
ing out new cuddly friends and im-
proving the old ones along the way as
the genius hit him.

Now, he's nol 50 sure anymaore.

“Sometimes | think 1'm spreading
mysell 100 Lthin,” he savs “There's an
element of quality control that slips
when you keep growing Big lsn
always simple. 50 I'a just like 1o get
back 1o being & garage invenlor Again

“Sure ] want tv ket p on doing Blily
Boh; [ love Billy Bob and the rest of

our characters and 1'd like (0 se¢ them |

become the greatest entertaiment
medium Lo come out-of the 1580

“1 love finding wavs to give Milzi a
waist line, or to make Dook 8 belier
drummer, maybe Lhe best drummer in
the world, or (o introduce & new
character to the set. but it isn't always
Af ensy AS Lhat.

“Jt takes & ol of heart and dedica-

tion to make something like this work. !

Bul sometimes. | think. this corpora-
Lien has become a monster ™

e o —
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